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To the Right Worſhipful Richard Curtis, 
High Sheriff for the County ofBerks ; 
And to the Honourable and Wore 

ſhipful Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 


at the Aſſizes holden at Reading, for 
the ſaid County. 


Viz. p 
Richard Newill, * John Stamp, 41 


Owin Buckingham, Samuel Raſh, | 
Richard Aldworth, | Arthur Allborne, | & 
Richard Thomſon, o William Hatton, | 2 
Clement Rent, 18 9% Maynard, 9 
William Le Grand, | S WW ſeph Huſe, Q 
Richard Hide, Ra ter Terrell, 0 
Lovelace Hearſy, | | 
Francis Goddard, F 


When you commanded me to Print this 
Sermon, tis all Reaſon that you ſhould ac- 
cept of the Dedication of it; if it may prove 
any way helpful to perſwadę People to fear 

God, and honour the King, and ſo live to- 
| gether i in Unity and Pole have my Deſign; 


| and ſhall rejoice in the Acknowledgment of 
* 
„„ 


our moſt Obedient, 


Humbl e Servant, 
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Plſal. xxxiii. Firſt Part of 12th Verſe. 
Y Blefſed are the People whoſe God is the 
$$ Lord Jehovah. 


HE Lord, that's the Word with 
5 an Emphaſis. Tis an Expreſ- 
ſion which ſurmounts all com- 
pariſons, and remarks on an 
2x Excellency that overflows the 
with Wonder and Delight: Tis a 
kind of challenging the Univerſe to ſhow 
ſuch another Power as this King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, and God of Gods. 
1 And without doubt the holy P/almiſt does 
+ intend in theſe Words, as well as in many 
bother Places, a Reflection on the imaginary 
| Deities of the idolatrous Heathen round a- 
bout them, as not to be compared, not to be 
mentioned with this true, great, living Lord. 
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And to this End are the glorious Names, 


the everlaſting Appellations of the Almighty 


Lord, ſo often mentioned to us in the holy 


Scriptures, that we may learn, as far as it is 


poſſible for us, the Nature of that Great Gd 


with whom we have to do, and may know our 
own Duties in his Authority and Greatneſs. 


The chief glorious Name of the eternal 


Deity, which is revealed to us in the Word of 


God, is by this ineffable Word in my Text 


Jehovah: "Tis beyond the Reach of Man's 


Capacity to give a full Definition of it ; but 


in the beſt Manner that we are able to ex-. 


preſs it, *tis an infinite, ſpiritual, perfect, vi- 
tal Eſſence, whoſe Being is of himſelf eter- 
nally : This is the everlaſting boundleſs Oce- 
an of Being, which ſupports, gives Life and 
Motion, and Vigor, to the whole Creation. 

Happy therefore muſt that People be, who 
are under the Protection of this moſt migh- 
ty Lord: This King David knew to be true 
by an happy Experience, being raiſed from 


a Sheephook to a Scepter by this great Lord: 


To be a King over God's own Inheritance, 


His peculiar People, victorious and trium- 
phant over the Gentiles -round about him: 


Having, by God's Bleſſing, enlarged his 


Kingdom from the Bounds of Euphrates to 


the Weſtern Sea; and therefore he might 
very well ſay, Let all the Earth fear the Lord: 
And ſtand in awe of Him all ye that dwell in 
the, World. i 3 
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. lawfully called. 


DS: | 
The Counſel of the Lord ſball endare for ever: 
the Thoaghts of his Heart from Generation to Ge- 
neration. And, Bleſſed are the People whoſe God 


is the Lord. 


On which Words, my Endeavour ſhall be, 


to ſpeak on theſe Three Parts. 


I. I ſhall ſhow you how a People may have 
the Lord for their God. e 
II. That that Nation, or People, who have 
the Lord for their God, ſhall be bleſſed. 


II. And /aftly, T ſhall draw ſome Inferences 
from the whole. OT 


And of theſe in their Order. 


I. Firſt Then, Iam to ſhow howa People or 
Nation may have the Lord for their God. 
And this may be done from theſe Three 
Particulars : pt WEE 
1ſt Then, the Way for a People to have 
the Lord for their God is, for their Prince, or 
thoſe who are in Authority, to take care that 
his holy Religion, revealed to us in holy Scri- 


ptures, his Commandments and Ordinances, 


be publickly ſer up, and faithfully made 
known to the People committed to their Charge; 


that the Word of God be duly preached, the 


Sacraments of his Church duly adminiſtred 
in thoſe Places where he has cauſed his Name 
to dwell, by ſuch Perſons as are thereunto 


B x. + Rn 


To have Judgment and Juſtice duly admi- 


niſtred, Virtue and Truth, Honeſty and Piet 
with the greateſt Care encouraged amongſt 
us; and Prince and People zealouſly bent to 
keep his Statutes, and obſerye his Laws. 
An Example we have to this Purpoſe in 
the good King Joſiah, when he was reſolved 
to reform the Church and State: The Ming 
ſtood by his Pillar, and made a Covenant before 
the Lord, that they ſhould keep his Commanaments, 
and his Statutes, with all their Heart, and all 
their Soul: And the People ſtood to the Covenant. 
_ 2aly, For a Nation to have the Lord for 
their God is, to dwell together in Love and 


Unity, Peace and Concord; to worſhip God 


in the Unity of his Spirit in his Church; to 
take Care that we do not rend our hol 
Religion into Hereſies and Schiſms, Diſcord 
and Faction; for God is the God of Peace, 
Concord, and Love; St. John ſays, He is 
Love it ſelf. „ 


Tis an excellent Inſtruction the Apoſtle 


gives us in 1 Cor. Chap. xii. concerning the 


Members of Chriſt's Church, comparing it 
to the Members of a natural Body. If one 
Member ſhould make a Schiſm from ano— 
ther, or ceaſe to do his Office, or murmur 
againſt the Place of another, as in the natural, 
ſo in the ſpiritual, or in the political, the Con- 
ſtitution of that Body would be ſoon deſtroy- 
ec. This was the Caſe of the Eaftern 
Churches, te firſt Fruits of the Goſpel; they 

TRE} diſputed. 
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diſputed themſelves about inſignificant Points, 
into fo many malicious Factions, that the 


brought a ſudden Deſtruction both on Churc 
and State. The God of Peace left them in 
their Quarrels, and a Flood of Saracens, 


which were before little thought on, over- 
whelmed all, and covered them with a fatal 


Darkneſs and Slavery, under which they re- 
main to this Day. | 8 


KS. ; 
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By this, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, the Pint | 


of Peace, ſhalt all Men know that you are my 
Diſciples, if ye hade Love one for another. And 
mark them, fays the Apoſtle, that cauſe Diviſi- 
ons among jou. If we live in Pride, and Ma- 
lice, and Envy, and Faction, one. Chriſtian 
againſt another, God's holy Spirit will not 


» 


dwell amongſt ſuch Diviſions; neither can 


zal), For a People to have the Lord for 


their God 1s, to obey their Prince and. Su- 
periors, and thoſe that bear lawful Rule over 
1 e e ee 

So ſays the Apoſtle, Let every Soul be ſubject 


to the higher Powers. For there is no Power but 


of God: the Powers that be, are ordained of God, 
If we reſiſt the higher Powers, we reſiſt the Ordi- 


| nance of God: and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to 
themſelves Judgment. For they are the Miniſters 


of. God for our Good. ' | 
If People ſpeak Evil of Dignities and Pow- 


ers, if they become ſeditious and malicious 


under the Government in which they live, 
| | they 


* 


* 


| they then enfeeble and emaſculate the Hands 
C of their Governours, they. diſable them from 
4 doing them good: They break the Methods 
3 deſign'd for their Peace and Security, and 
like the rough Shrub or Bramble, vex the 
Peace of that Tree, under the Shade of whoſe 
3 they receive their Prote- 
r . e 
Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft ; tis of an 
helliſh Nature in the Eyes of God; *tis a 
Continuation of all ſorts of Wickedneſs, and 
a downright. flying in the Face of that Gd, 
by whom Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice. 
. Who are me, ſaid Moſes to Corah and his Ac- W.- 
complices, that ye murmur againſt us, tis plain {1} 
Fo - enough that ye murmur againſt God. | 
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But now where People are willing and | 
obedient, that ſubmit to their Governours 
for Conſcience Sake, that fear God, and honour | 
the Ring, and medale not with thoſe that are 
given to Change, God will ſend his Bleſſing » 
upon ſuch a People; and their Dwelling to- 
| gether in Unity, as Brethren, ſhall be, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays, like the charming Scent of that 
1 precious Oil wherewith the High-Prieſt was anoint. 
ed: or like the Dew of Hermon; for there the 
Lord doth promiſe his Bleſſing, and Life for ever- 

F More. | 3 | | 
4 And thus I have ſhewed how a People 
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1 come now to the Second Part. « 
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u. 'T FOR that Nation who have the 1% 
for their God, mall be bleſſed. 


And that this is true, will appear; Nd es ko 

1ſt, From the Being of God, and his Pro- 
yidence in Governing the World. And, 

2aly, From the natural Tendency of Reli. 


gion it ſelf. 


1ſt, From the Being of God, and his Pro- 
vidence in Govern ing the World. 


For if there be a great God, whoſe Provi- 
dence is over all his Works, who its at. the 


Helm and Government of the World, and 


will vindicate the Honour of his Government, 


and the Reputation of his Laws: A God 
_ moſt juſt and true in all his Promiſes,” and 
will viſit Sinners for their Offences, and have 


Mercy on Thouſands of them that love him; then 
this good God hath obliged himfelf, by his 
holy Word, in eſpecial manner, to protect, 
defend, guide, and keep all fuch 'who believe - 


and truſt in him, and are his true and faith- 


ful Servants. 

There is no better Abit to this Pur 
poſe, than the Hiſtory of God's own People 
Iſrael, when they grew up to be a great Peo- 


ple, and would needs have a King; this was 
.the Charge that the Prophet Samuel gave 


them, and to their ſucceeding Generation. 
| Fear the Lord, and keep his Command ments, 


and ſerve him in Truth with all your Hearts, 
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And mark what great things he hath done for ou; 
bat if ye ſhall do wickedly, ye ſhall be . deftrgyed 


both ye and your Ring. And accordingly it 
J 1 | 
Indeed the holy Scriptures are full every 
where with Threats and Promiſes, concern- 
ing humane Governments and Bodies Poli- 
tick, which, according to their Nature, muſt 


— 


either be rewarded or puniſhed in this 


World. Fs 


For Righteouſneſs, faith Solomon, exalteth 4 


Nation; but Sin is a Deſtruction to any People. 


And the beſt Hiſtorians that have ever 


Written of the Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms 


and Governments, have always attributed 


their Proſperity and Grandeur to Virtue and 
Honour, Honeſty and Juſtice; and their 
Ruin and Extirpation, to the Loſs of thoſe 


Principles, and to a looſe, degenerate way of 


Living. 


And Joſephus ſays, before the final De- 


ſtruction of his Nation and City, they were 


guilty of all ſorts of Villany and Wickedneſs, 


daily Murders in the Temple being but com- 


mon Sins; Then, ſays he, the Shechinah, or 


© Namen, or Guardian-Angels, were heard to 


cry out, Migremus hinc, Let us be gone 
© from hence, this Place is too much defiled 
for us to defend any longer. 

Man does not live by Bread alone, but by every 
Mord mhich proceedeth out of the Mouth of God, 


&c. 108 
And 
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A x 
And the firſt thing that NVebuchadnec gar 
did, when he came again to his Senſes, from ; 
the great Judgment which God had laid up- 
on him, ſays he, I praiſe, and extol, and honour 
the Ring of Heaven, all whoſe Works are Trath, © 
| and thoſe who walk in Pride, he is able to abaſe. _ 
In the CVIIth P/alm, there are reckoned ' $f 
1 up the various Diſpenſations of God's Proyii:- 
- || dence, and of his Judgments and Jaftice in ** 
governing the World; the Inference that tile 
\ 3} P/almiſt-wapld have us draw from it is this 0 
$$ Whoſots wiſe, will ponder theſe things, and they © + 4A 
hall underſtand the loving Rindneſs of the Lori. 
The Guards of the Mighty, the Treaſures = 
of the Rich, the Sword of the Valiant, and. _ 
| Wit of the Cunning, like Ab/olom?s Hair, or 
£4 Goliah's Sword, turn'd to the Deſtruction of 
their own Maſters, if not upheld and prof 
oi pered by God. n 
5 Therefore, ſays the Pſalmiſt, *tis better to 3 
truſt in the Lord, than to put any Confidence in 
L Man: *Tis better to truſt in the Lord, than to "of 
: put any Confidence in Princes. "a 
| Noa what greater Happineſs can a People 
| have, than to be under the Government of 
tis great King and Lord of the World; 
' What Light is to the Eyes, and the Sun to the 
viſible World; that and much more is the 
- >Senſe of God to the Minds of wiſe Men; it 
Cheers and revives, and is the Joy of their 
5 Hearts. F 8 
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ple that are in ſuch a Cafe, yea bleſſed is the Na- 
tion whoſe God is the Lord. WT 
2aly, 'This will appear to be true from 
the natural Tendency of Religion it ſelf. | 
For in that Nation, where the great Duties 


of Religion are kept up, then there will natu- 
rally flow from theſe Virtues ſuch Graces as 


will make a People wife and ftrong at home, 
renowned and honourable abroad, happy a- 
mong themſelves, and dear to themſelves, 
and a Terror to their Enemies ; in ſhort, it 


will make their Name illuſtrious over all the 


World. | 


Firſt, Religion tends to make a Nation va- 


liant and couragious. We commend Cou- 


rage even in a Beaſt, but *tis much mere 


comely in its proper Seat, in the Heart of a 
Man; Cowardice is an Argument of a baſe 


People, a cowardly Nation become a Prey 


to every bold Invador, and is a Scandal to 
the World; whilſt a little Nation, united in 


Courage, have gained moſt honourable 
Terms from the greateſt Monarchs. 
Now the Belief of a God, and a furure State, 


and a good Conſcience fixt in that holy Truth, 
fits a Man to meet Death in the Face, not 
as King of Tergors, but to crown him with _ 


an Honour infinitely better than that of the 


fam d Coarus, when he dies for his Country. 


Wicked 


This indeed is Matter of Triumph, and 
we may well make our boaſt of it, The Lord 
reigneth; let the Earth rejoice; 272 are the Peo-— 
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a trembling Pidgeon. 
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Wicked Men may be bold in Taverns, ; 


and remote from Dangers, fire Vollies of 
Oaths, when nigh no Enemy; yet when their 
Courage comes to be try*d, there is ſo much 


Difference between them and Men of Ho- 


nour and Principle, as is between an Eagle and 
So true is that which Solomon ſays, The 
Wicked fleet mhen no one purſueth him; but the 
Righteous are as bold as 4 Lion. | - 
Secondly, Religion naturally gives People 


Reputation and Credit; for where Men are 


brought up in the Fear of God, they act in 
Buſineſs with a good Coꝶſcience. And a- 
mong ſuch People, Truth and Sincerity will 
robably be found in all their Dealings, Ju- 
Rice and Honeſty in all their Negociations, 
which muſt needs tend to their Benefit at 
Home, as well as good Name and Credit 
Abroad. 7 7 | 
Foreigners will be afraid to traffick with 
(ich a People, whoſe Honeſty is ſuſpected ; 


: they will be ſcrupulous to enter into Alliance 
with them upon any Conditions, as ſtill fear- 
ing of Tricking. 


Some Nations, by their ill R have 
ick to 
them through all Ages. So the Cretans were 


accounted Liars in the Time of St, Paul, and 


ſoo they are to this very Day. | 

._ Thirdly, Religion tends to give a Nation 

KRiches and Encreaſe ; for it obliges People to 
l „ Tem- 
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Temperance and Sobriety, and Carefulneſs 7 
in their Callings, The Hand of the Diligent ma- |: © 
keth fat; idle and ſottiſh Courſes can't chuſe 3 
but produce Poverty, and Luxury not only : 
weakens and ſpoils the Conſtitution, but alſo 1 a 
eats a People up; it puts Men on unjuſt and 1 


wicked Courſes to maintain their Riots, and 
breed Mutinees, Diſſentions, Robberies, and 
Tumults, in that Common-wealth, of which 
they are unworthy Members. . 
And Laſly, Religion tends naturally to 
make a People wiſe. A wiſe Man is what 
we all naturally eſtegm, and in all Countries {| 
Wiſdom does diſtguiſh from the numerous . 
Vulgar, and repreſent ſuch Men as are a- 
dorned with her, as Stars of the firſt Mag- 
_ nitude; as Length of Days are in her right Hand, 
ſo in her Left are Riches and Honour. Now I 
nothing can promote Wiſdom among Peo- 
ple ſo much as a. ſober and pious Education 
in the Knowledge and Fear of God, and of | 
his holy Word: And fays ante We 8 
© don't care ſo much to ſend our Children 
© abroad into Foreign Countries to learn 
their Modes and Manners, we fee that they 
are brought up to know the Law and the 
Prophets, to ſtudy the holy Scriptures, and 
to live according to God's Precepts. And 
this we think. the beſt Accompliſhment. 
_ Wiſdom and Religion, in holy Scripture, _ 
are often put one for the other: A good Un- 
derſtanding have 4 they that do his Command- 


ments. 
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ments. The Commandments of the Lord are pure, 
| and give Light to the Eyes. Moreover by them 

| is thy Servant taught: And in keeping of them 
there is great Reward, Thus godly Joſeph was 


advanced by his Wiſdom to-be chief Miniſter 


in Pharaoh's Court. And the wiſe Daniel, to 
ſit at the Helm of that Government, which 

was then the greateſt in the known World. 
Keep therefore, ſays Moſes to his People, 


theſe Statutes, and do them, for this is your Wij- 


dom, and your Underſtanding in the Sight of the 


Nations, and they ſhall ſay of you, Sarely this 


great Nation is a wiſe and underſtanding People, 


And the Truth of this is plain from natu- 


ral Reaſon; for what Purity and Clearneſs 
is to the Eyes of the Body, that is Virtue 


and the Grace of God to the Sight of the 
Mind; Vice and Wickedneſs tincture the 
Mind with undue Apprehenſion, put falſe 
Colours and Gloſſes on the Reaſon, and like 
Jael to Sicera, nails the Head to the Ground. 

But Virtue and Godlineſs free the Soul 


from ugly Paſſions: diſpel thoſe Spirits and 
Clouds of Luſt, and Pride, and vain Deſires, 


which biaſs the Will, and ſets it in purſuit 


of thoſe things which are reaſonable and pro- 


fitable; ſo that we find good Men grave and 
ſober, foreſeeing, alart and watchful : not ea- 
fily tricked or ſurpriz d in Treaties, mature 


and ripe in their Deliberations, and valued 
and eſteemed by all that know them. 
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3 
Some wicked Nations have contracted to 
themſelves ſuch light, ridiculous, and fooliſh 
Tempers, as to be the Scorn of Mankind, e- 
ven to a Proverb. Thus are the foolſh. 
Phrygians ; and in all Places of the holy Scri- 
ptures, he is called the Fool that is the wick- 
ed Man; and ſometimes compared to the 
brute Beaſts; and to be ſure the Beaſt has al- 
ways the better of the Compariſon. | 
And thus I have proved the Propoſitions 

I propoſed to ſpeak to, That that Nation, 
who hath the Lord for their God, ſhall be 
blefled. And this, from the Being of a God. 
And Secondly, From the very natural Ten- 
dency of Religion it ſelf. | 

I come now to the laſt thing I am to 
ſpeak to, and that is, to draw ſome Inferences 
from the whole, And, FO 


1ſt, Here is matter of Conſideration to Ma- 
giſtrates, and thoſe who are in Government 
and Authority. 7 8 . 
adh, Matter of Exhortation to all of us, 
as we are Subjects to our moſt Auguſt Sove- _ 
reign King George. 
18ſt, Matter of Conſideration to Magi- 
ſtrates, and thoſe who bear Rule and Au- 
thority. | ORE 
For if it be ſo, that Religion and the Wor- 
ſhip of God, be ſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
the Happineſs of a Nation; if it be impoſſible 
for /Men to live in the World; if it be 
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Word of God, and Word of Providence; if it 


be the Voice of Nature, to which St. Paul 
refers, that in God we live, and move, and have 


our Being : If all the Fulneſs of the World be 


his, and fo is the Cattle on a Thouſand Hills: If 
all Power belongs to God, and the Powers that 
be, are ordained of GOD : If this great Lord 


and King of the World will bleſs and proſ- 
per thoſe People who pay him Honour and 
Obedience, in living according to his Com- 


mandments; then certainly it becomes thoſe 
who are in Authority to take care, to the 
utmoſt of their Power, that the Honour and 


Decency of God's Worſhip be kept up in the 


Beauty of Holineſs, under their reſpective Com- 


mands; and that in all Humility and Obe- 


dience we profeſs the Lord to be our God, 
and encourage one another to come, and wor- 


ſhip, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker, The Magiſtrate ought not to bear 


the Sword of Juſtice in vain: For as he is the 


Miniſter of God, to do good to the Virtuous; fo 


he muſt be 4 Terror to the Wicked ; a Revenger, 


ſays the Apoſtle, to execute Wrath upon them 
that do Evil. He muſt be a Man of Cou- 
rage in diſcharging of his Duty : If he ſuffers 


the Laws to be inſulted, by the croaking 


Noiſe of every amphibious Inſe&, he ſignifies 
no more to the Weal-publick, than Jupiter's 
DE, Log. | * | 


The mutinous, che bold, the daring Sin- 


ners, are the worſt of Subjects; as they are 


Pe ſts 


Siupexiors. 
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Peſts in their Neighbourhoods, fo they draw 


down God's Judgments on the Nation to 
which ws belong. And becaufe of their 


Wickedneſs, the Land mourns. 


Fe therefore muſt not be afraid to uſe his 
Power againſt ſuch People, who, being drunk 


with Pride, or a little Fortune, or given to 
Change, or to Revenge, grow inſolent and luna- 
tick, and half mad; and value themſelves for 


nothing more than flying in the Face of their 


The remiſs and laſh Government of Eli, 
brought not only a great many Troubles on 
the Tribes, but was alſo the Ruin of himſelf 


and Family. And as you may ſee in the 


Book of Judges, what Miſeries that fame Peo- 
ple lay under, when ever) one did that which 


was right in his own Eyes; the Reaſon was, 


becauſe there was no King in Iſrael : That is, 


they lived after a looſe and a wicked Life; 
becauſe there was no ſupream Magiſtrate to 
compel them to live according to their 


Laws, and to know their Duties. | 
I do not pretend here to inſtruct Magi- 
ſtrates, nor is it my Capacity; I only would 


have People to know whoſe Authority they 
bear, and what great Power is lodged in 
them: And tho? the Harden'd, the Bold, the 
Malicious, and the Cunning, may avoid them - © | 
for a while, and Juſtice may ſeem to dg 
a-far with a flow, or a limping Pace, yer 
perhaps. when it ſtrikes, it will with a Wit- _ _ 
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A2 ah, Here is Matter of Exhortation to us, 
[as we are Subjects in common to our moſt 
„ f 
This Charge we have from St. Paul to 
Timothy; T exhort, ſays he, that firſt of all Sup- 
plications, and Prayers, and Interceſſions, be made 

For all Men, for Rings, and all that are in Autho- 
rity, that we may lead quiet and peaceable Lives, 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty : for this is good and 
acceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour, Un- 
leſs we honour and obey our King, we cannot 
live in Peace and Quietneſs ; and if we do not 
live in Peace and Quietneſs, we can't live in 
Godlineſs and Honeſty; and if we we do not 
live in Godlineſs and Honeſty, we cannot be ac- 
ceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour, 
we cannot have the Lord to be our God. 

And here our good God and Saviour, may 5 
call Heaven and Earth to Witneſs, what 
wonderful Things he hath done for the Hap- 
pineſs of this Nation: He hath bleſſed us with 

a King, renown'd for Honour over the World: 
his Name is a thouſand Times more eſteem'd 

in the Nations our Neighbours, than among 

too many of his own brutal Subjects. 

Ns e hath brought us from an ugly and a 

. 3 black Rebellion, to Freedom, Plenty and 
Peace, when almoft againſt our own Endeav- 

vours; and from a late weak Condition, to 

"Honourable Alliances, and once more to be 
able to look Europe in the Face: Tis now in 

his Power, and we have Reaſon to W 
EX nth D 7 his 
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Huis hearty Deſign to — our Commerce, 
beyond that, if poſſible, of former Reigns, to \ 
cauſe the Trade of the Univerſe to meet us i 
in our Streets, and the whole Ocean to pay 

Tribute to our Britiſh Ports. . 
And yet what Returns are made for all 
theſe Mercies, but Diſcontents, malicious 
Murmurings, evil Surmiſes, falſe ConſtruQi- | 
ons, ſeditious Pamphlets, and ridiculous Lies, 
againſt our King and his Government. Inſo- 
much as many judicious Men beyond the Seas, 
who know our Conſtitution very well, tho? 
they do not ſpeak Exgliſh, are perſwaded to 
believe a great Part of our Nation to be mad, 
or which is worſe, bewitch'd, and the moſt 
wavering and inconſtant People in the World. 
Tis no hard Matter to gueſs who are the 
Authors of ſuch ſcandalous Packets, and how | \ 
they are ſcattered about with ſo much Indu- 
try ; without Doubt they are a Succeſſion of 
=_ our old back Friends, which have been en- 
= tail'd upon us ever ſince the Reformation; and 
1 tis to them we are obliged for moſt of the He- 
=”. reſies and Schiſms, which now ſo much diſtract 
us, and gore the Sides both of Church and State. | 
The barbarous Names of Whig and Tory, 
are become almoſt natural to the Emeliſh, | 
and the very Children ſeem to be lifted under 
theſe Titles of Parties, even from their Cradles: 
Hence it comes to pals, that not only in Cities | 
and Places of Reſort, but in every Country 

Pariſh and every Village, they value pra 
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|}  felves for being of a Faction, and quarrel and 
aæläare ready to go to Law for their Opinions. 

1 James lays, the Wiſdom which is from 4. 

_ bove, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and ea- 

(ee to be intreated; but inſtead of this, we have 

| ſcarce any Way of Converſation left among 

us, but what is earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh, 
full of Envy and Strife, Hypocriſie and Deceit 
and Malice grown to ſuch an Height amongf 
the meaner Sort of Po that it ſeems to be 
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| whetted with the keeneſt Edge, and come from 
| their Tongues with ſo much Smartneſs, as one 
EE would think to be beyond their Capacities. 

„ 4, And from hence comes a univerſal Corru- 
+ |f ptionof Mens Manners, a Contempt of Supe- 


riors, a Loſs of all good Principles, Breach of 


> Oaths, and Faith, and Truſt, and what renders 
7 {| 1 Men unfit for humane Society. 2 ping 

. And if this be our Caſe, *tis the more to be 
f pitied, and it will be high Time for every one 
* of us to amend, and reſolve a ſerious Refor- 

| zx mation. 

> | We ſee the Nature of thoſe Sins, which are 
B* io the plain Conſequences of Faction and Diſcord, 
e. | which of themſelves, without any ſuperiour 

, | Cauſe, tend to the Deſtruction of any Govern- | 
5 ment whatſoever. Mutiny and Diſſention, as SE; 
er our Saviour ſays, would ſoon deſtroy the King 
s: dam of the Devils: and they are obliged to 
es unite and agree together, to ſow Sedition, and 
y | Pride, and Envy, and Malice, for the Ruin of 
1 | „ 
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logon: resse e Ile led n 
uus is, that the Church isin Danger, "=" 
2 habe a victorious Proteſtant W * 


45 the Head of it; but an modera rethinking | 
mee, erſwaded, "that: 1 e — 
Was Wer batter forty Vapainſt All Ra 1 


E 5 3 "I ſigee the Time that it hatli been reſorm' d ffom  þ 
| the Nan Darkneſs); it being fully im the | 
Power of our wiſe Hater to found alt 
Factions, and to ſay to them, cho you __ — 
thus | far, yet ye ſhall come no further! 
Let us then ceaſe to ſpeak evil of Dignities 
and Powers; let us commit our 2 £4 
Wiſdorr of thoſe, WhO are eall'd to rule fre ", 

us haves little Patience, and take tlie [Advice 


Which the great Captain General get gave to 1 
_ | _the* Children of Iſrael, when they began do 1 


murmur in p e Red Sea, Wat, ſays he, 

* 1 4 little, and ye ſpall ſe ee the SWvation of hors. 4 

2 2 In ſhort, Let us fear God, and honoùt be 

1 Wa let us be obedient to thoſe, who E¹õ,i. | 

better howto goyern us, than e do our ſelves; 4 

let us endedvour, as much” as poſſible, to live 

in Unity, Peace, and Concord, and eli UG. Iv 

Do, 7 cording! 'tothe Precepts of our Hol 7 Religion; 
act chis will be the enly Way aun bur Me py 

And State may be protected and . 
and e We ry" e 10 Lord to n ann 
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